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SUBGOM-ITTEE  REPORT  OR  HOUSING 


FINDINGS  MID  REC0M;E;NDATI0NS 


The  State  Subcommittee  on  Housing  for  the  Aged  received  reports 
from  h3  of  the  6?  County  Committees  on  Problems  of  the  Aged.  All  of  these 
reports  rrere  carefully  reviewed  by  the  State  Subcommittee^  and  from  these 
presentations  of  local  findings  and  recommendations  and  its  own  res ounces ^ 
the  present  report  rras  drafted.  Mithout  the  field  work  done  by  these 
county  committees,  this  report  could  not  have  been  prepared. 

Cn  the  basis  of  the  foregoing  county  reports  and  its  ovm  studies, 
the  State  Subcommittee  on  Housing  for  the  Aged  submits  these  findings  and 
recommendations . 


Findings 


Shelter  is  so  interrelated  mth  personal  and  social  factors  inlierent 
both  to  the  locality  and  to  the  aged  that  it  is  difficult  to  apply  a blanket 
recommendation  as  to  specific  housing  programs  or  standards. 

There  is  a need  for  a central  office  in  each  county  or  large 
urban  area  to  collect  data,  coordinate  local  programs,  and  to  offer  the  aged 
information,  advice,  guidance  and  referral  to  specific  sources  of  aid  or 
information. 

The  problems  of  the  aged  are  m.ore  critical  in  urban  than  in  rural 
areas,  and  become  more  acute  as  the  size  of  the  locality  increases. 

The  housing  preferred  by  elderly  couples  is  in  their  own  domiciles. 

The  extension  of  social  services  to  include  "hom.e  makers", 

"shoppers"  and  "friendly  visitors"  would  enable  aged  couples  to  maintain 
separate  households  for  a longer  period  of  tim.e  than  Tfould  othenTise  be 
possible  and  may  be  less  expensive  than  institutional  housing* 

The  preferred  location  of  housing  for  the  aged  is  within  walking 
distance  of  retail  stores,  medical  services,  churches,  and  recreation. 

Housing  problems  for  the  aged  who  are  able  to  reside  in  separate 
households  relate  to  tv/o  different  categories,  those  whose  need  is  for 
satisfactory  housing,  and  those  irhose  need  is  for  special  housing.  No 
statistics  are  available  by  ?irhich  to  identify  the  extent  of  these  separate 
needs. 


In  most  of  the  situations  where  the  ^uell  aged  need  housing  assist- 
ance, the  basic  problem  is  lack  of  sufficient  incom.e  to  pay  for  housing 
under  conventional  financing  miethods. 

Neglect  of  this  field  exists  even  though  there  appears  to  be  in  most 
large  communities  a sufficient  number  of  aged  who  have  more  than  minimum 
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means  and  vrho  could  pay  for  better^  or  more  suitable^  housing  than  they 
novf  occupy.  Homever^  projecb  builders  are  only  now  beginning  to  examine 
the  demand  for  adequate  housing  for  the  aged. 

The  currently  available  programs  vj-hich  contribute  to  housing 
for  the  aged  are ; 

Hom.es  for  the  aged  maintained  church,  fraternal,  labor  and 
civic  organizations. 

Privately  operated  convalescent  and  nursing  hom.es. 

County  homes. 

Low  rent  public  housing. 

Housing  financed  with  FHA  insured  mortgage  under  Section  20? 
vfhich  applies  to  rental  properties j Section  213,  which  applies  to 
cooperative  housing j and  Section  231  vrhich  is  specifically  to  aid  in 
providing  housing  for  the  aged. 

Direct  Federal  loans. 

In  addition,  when  it  comes  into  operation,  financing  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Pennsylvania  Housing  Agency, 

Re  c ommie  ndat  i ons 


Eased  on  the  foregoing  findings,  the  Subcommittee  on  Housing 
recommends ; 

1,  That  counties  and  larger  urban  communities  establish  central 
referral  centers  to  provide  information,  counselling  and  guidance  for  the 
aged,  and  to  assemble  information  relative  to  housing  needs  of  the  aged, 

2,  That  church,  fraternal,  labor  and  civic  organizations,  either 
individually  or  collectively,  sponsor  housing  developments  for  the  aged, 
using  KIA  insured  mortgages  or  direct  federal  loans  as  the  major  source 

of  financing, 

3,  That  the  Pennsylvania  Housing  Agency  law  be  explored  as  a 
source  of  funds  to  provide  housing  for  the  elderly. 

I4,  That  the  Pennsylvania  Housing  and  Redevelopm.ent  Assistance 
Law"  be  reviewed  and  arr.ended  to  be  applicable  to  housing  for  the  aged, 

P,  That  consideration  be  given  to  a Y/aiver  or  reduction  of 
local  real  estate  taxes  on  housing  provided  for  the  aged,  making  those 
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taxes  comparable  to  payments  made  in  lieu  of  taxes  by  public  housing 
developments . 

6o  That  low  renu  public  housing  programs  be  expanded  specifi- 
cally to  accomirodate  the  aged,  with  the  objective  of  increasing  the  Igt: 
rent  housing  available  to  the  aged  to  l5  per  cent  of  the  total  low  rent 
dwellings  in  a locality. 

7.  That  existing  County  Homes  be  enlarged,  particularly  to 
provide  housing  for  single  individuals. 

8.  That  existing  structures  in  the  central  part  of  the  city  be 
considered  for  modernization  and  adaptation  as  housing  for  the  aged, 

9.  That  in  any  extensive  rehabilitation  program,  adaptation  of 
rehabilitated  dwellings  to  the  needs  of  the  aged  be  considered, 

10,  That  any  housing  development  programmed  to  accommodate  a 
considerable  number  of  aged  persons  include  clinical  facilities  for 
medical  and  related  services, 

11,  That  appropriate  local  agencies  expand  "home  makers"  and 
similar  social  services,  such  as  shopping  services  and  friendly  visitor 
services,  to  enable  the  aged  to  continue  to  maintain  separate  households 
as  long  as  possible.  Costs  for  such  services  should  he  Tfeighed  against 
costs  for  institutional  care, 

12,  That  the  cooperative  housing  program  be  explored  by  local 
agencies  as  a means  of  providing  middle  aged  mien  and  yrom.en  v.dth  the 
opportunity  to  buy  and  pay  for  their  ovra  retirement  housing  during  their 
latter  working  years  and  before  their  incomes  are  drastically  reduced. 
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other  Subcoj  limit  tee  reoorts  will  focus  upon  the  number  of  the  aged 
and  their  inccnes.  This  report  on  housing,  therefore^  will  cite  only  a 
few  figures  to  orovide  a framev/oi-k  v:ithin  which  to  consider  the  housing 
situation  that  confronts  the  aged. 

Number  of  -ged 


'The  present  x'ennsylvania  population  aged  65  '^ears  and  over  is 
estimated  at  l.lllr^OOO,  In  the  next  ten  years^  it  is  estimated  that  this 
segment  of  the  population  will  have  increased  to  between  1^291^000  and 
1^337^000^  an  increase  of  16  per  cent  to  20  per  cent.  This  increase  in 
the  number  of  the  elderly  will  occur  while  the  total  population  of  the 
State  is  grc’wing  from  ll.Ii-OO^OOO  to  between  11,930^000  and  12,506,000,; 
an  ixicrease  of  5*5  per  cent  to  9»7  per  cent. 

'The  elderly  constitute  the  fastest  growling  segment  of  Pennsylvania 
population, 

Inc  erne 


The  iiiedian  income  of  .Tennsylvania  men  aged  65  years  and  over  who 
had  inccnes  in  1957  "'‘'^'as  Ol^lpOO,  another  22,3  oer  cent  had  no  income.  The 
corresponding  figures  for  women  were  6565  and  6l,5  per  cent  no  income. 

In  1958  nearly  68  per  cent  of  persons  aged  65  years  and  over 
were  receiving  social  securitj^  payments  (Old  Age,  Survivors  and  Disability 
Insurance)  or  old  age  assistance  in  Pennsylvania,  The  total  is  comprised 
of  65.3  per  cent  iiho  yieve  receiving  social  security  payments  and  5.7 
per  cent  who  were  receiving  old  age  assistance,  'The  average  social  security 
check  in  1958  w^as  069.38,  and  the  average  old  age  assistance  payment  was 
O5l»30.  These  figures  vary  from  year  to  year, 

m.vailable  estimates  of  faraily  income  made  by  local  agencies  are 
somewhat  brighter,  inasmuch  as  these  estimates  include  retirement  payments 
made  to  both  husband  and  wife,  payments  from  private  pension  and  retire- 
ment funds,  and  returns  from  wages,  salaries  and  self-emplo3Pnent « 

The  median  annual  income  of  urban  families  in  1956  whose  head 
v.ras  65  years  of  age  or  over  was  03,125^  and  the  median  annual  income  of 
unrelated  individuals  aged  65  and  over  vras  2'996, 

Net  "Torth  and  Liquid  Assets 


In  so  far  as  it  relates  to  ability  to  provide  housing,  the  net 
worth  of  older  people  and  their  liquid  assets  are  a part  of  the  financial 


1 


4 


■iiT 


.ijri- 

t- 


■’>». 


- 5 - 


picture.  The  relative  positions  of  the  a^ed,  as  disclosed  hy  a national 


survey  in  1958 ^ vere; 
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The  net  rrorth  other  than  liquid  assets,  in  a large  number  of 
cases,  represents  the  crmership  of  a home.  In  1950,  68  ner  cent  of  families 
of  the  aged  onned  their  crm  homes.  Inasm.uch  as  93  per  cent  of  all  ovrner 
occupied  hemes  mere  in  satisfactory  condition,  it  may  be  assum.ed  that  a high 
percentage  of  hones  or/ned  by  aged  occupants  -'rere  in  satisfactory  condition, 
but  there  is  no  statistical  information  on  this  point. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  pertinent  to  note  that  one  nay  in 
which  aging  families  have  teen  accustomed  to  sustain  an  independent  living, 
that  of  converting  a hom.e  that  is  non  larger  than  is  needed  or  desired,  into 
tno  or  more  apartm.ents,  is  being  rapidly  circum.se ribed  by  zoning  lav's. 

In  addition  to  being  cut  off  from  this  op  ^ertunit'y  to  obtain  income  from 
their  property,  increasing  taxation  is  malcing  retention  of  the  hom.e  a 
serious  liability  at  a tim.e  of  life  when  the  shelter  and  security  of  a hcm.e 
is  one  of  the  greatest  needs. 

Satisfactory  use  of  the  "net  north"  of  older  families  in  con- 
tributing to  inderendent  living  may  be  dependent  'uoon  the  initiative  of 
local  groups  in  showing  the  elderly  hon  they  can  convert  their  assets  into 
more  satisfactory  and  m.cre  suitable  housing  accommodations. 

The  Housing  C ut 1 ^ c k 

Housing  for  the  aged  is  a part  of  the  entire  housing  problem  of  the 
nation  and  costs  cf  housing  for  the  aged  reflect  the  costs  of  housing  con- 
struction generally.  The  over-all  housing  picture  is  that,  vrith  population 


K 


i 


'i 


- 6 - 


in  the  next  20  years  estimated  to  increase  by  85^000^000  to  100^000^000. 
an  average  annual  housing  production  of  1.25  to  1.5  million  nen  duellings 
uill  be  required.  That  requirement  does  not  take  into  account  the  loss 
of  about  3C0;,000  dwellings  per  37-ear  that  simpl3‘  are  -.-nrn  out^  the  loss  of 
thousand  of  dwellings  eliminated  to  accomincdate  nev'  highwa3^s.  and  the 
removal  of  other  thousands  of  dwellings  in  urban  renerral  operations.  The 
total  national  requirement  approaches  2.000^000  new  housing  units  a g^ear^ 
y.rhereas  just  over  l.CCO.CCO  have  teen  built  annually  during  the  1950 's. 

In  this  necessity  to  double  the  national  output^  the  nousing 
industry  is  confronted  with  the  terrible  sustained  rise  in  building  costs. 
According  to  a study  made  for  the  National  Bureau  of  Econcmic  Research, 
building  costs  since  1890  have  increased  500  per  cent  (using  constant 
dollars)  whereas  the  general  price  increase  has  been  220  per  cent.  There 
is  no  evidence  that  ihese  increases  are  diminishing, 

T'ithin  this  over-all  framework^  housing  for  the  aged  will  have  wn 
be  provided, 

Re'^iewr  of  Reports  of  County  Subcommittees 

Replies  from  the  Cmunty  Subcomimittees  on  Housing  have  been  re- 
ceived frcm  i+3  of  the  6?  counties  in  the  State, 

The  over-all  tenor  of  these  count3^  reports  indicate  that  in  man37' 
cases  this  local  examination  of  the  housing  situation  of  our  older  citizens 
has  required  localities  to  face^  for  the  first  tin:e^  a problem  that  is 
sitting  on  their  own  doorsteps.  These  local  examinations  have  compelled 
many  coirmiunitias  to  realize  that  housing  for  the  a^.ed  is  not  a general 
problem,  that  exist  som.ewrhere  else^  but  is  something  that  is  right  in  their 
owm  hom.e  town^  and  that  a portion  of  the  l;ll[i_,000  aged  in  Perins3clvania  are 
their  ow^n  towmsfolk,  and  further^  that  roughly  half  of  these  older  families^ 
and  more  than  four-fifths  of  the  single  individuals,  have  less  than  .;?3^000 
per  3^ear  income  wdth  Thiich  to  meet  all  of  the  rec|uirements  of  life. 

Even  should  no  specific  program  or  other  tangible  benefiws  result 
from  the  State  Conference  on  wroble.ms  of  the  iged  in  September^  the 
realization  in  smiallsr  tcywis,  as  'well  as  larger  citieS;,  that  they  have  a 
share  in  the  problem  of  making  available  suitable  housing  for  the  aged 
should  be  beneficial^  and  should  stimulate  local  thinking  and  activit3r. 

As  might  be  expected_,  the  reports  indicate  that  much  more  is 
k.no’m  about  the  problems  of  the  aged  in  the  mors  thickl3^  populated  counties, 
and  also  that  the  problem,  is  more  acute  in  the  larger  centers  of  populaticn. 
It  is  quite  evident  from  the  reports  that  this  stems  irom  the  im,p3rsonality 
attached  to  an  individual  in  a izetropolitan  center  that  dees  not  applg'  in 
a village , 

Spe  c i f i c Re  c omme  ndat i ons 

In  audition  to  the  foregoing  seneralities_,  three  specific  points 
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turn  up  in  most  of  the  county  reports  received.  These  are‘c 

A.  Weed  for  central  agency  in  county  to 

1,  Assemble  factual  information, 

2,  Coordinate  rrork  of  apencies  offering  aid  and 
assistance  to  aged, 

3,  Provide  information  and  advice  and  guidance  to 
aged. 

B.  Recognization  that  aged  have  a special  housing  need  caused 
alm.ost  entirely  by  limited  income, 

C.  Recognization  of  a need  of  special  housing  for  some  of  the 
aged. 

Consensus  was  that  formation  of  the  central  agency  is  a local 
function  that  some,  if  not  all^  of  the  financing  should  be  local, 

Philantropic  agencies^  church  groupS;,  service  clubs^  labor  unions 
and  local  governmental  units  were  all  suggested  as  sources  of  funds,  Scir.e 
State  assistance  vras  also  recommxended. 

The  special  housing  need  caused  by  limitations  of  iiicome  could 
be  solved  either  by  increasing  the  income^  essentially  by  larger  social 
security  and  old  age  oensioiij  or  by  reducing  housing  costs, 

liany  reports  recommended  larger  pension  payments^  particularly 
the  old  age  pensions, 

A num.ber  of  the  reports  recommended  reduction  or  cancellation 
of  local  taxes  for  the  aged  as  one  step  that  could  be  taken  bj/’  the  local 
g ove  rnm.e  nt , 

Even  though  they  stressed  the  assistance  that  larger  income  would 
provide^  none  of  the  reports  indicated  that  they  anticipated  that  increases 
in  income  currently  feasible  ■’.■roulcl  solve  the  housing  problem^. 

Recommendations  for  vrays  to  provide  housing  ranged  from  proposals 
that  builders  be  persuaded  to  build  cottage-type  housing  at  per 

dwelling  to  rent  at  to  AI4.O  a month,  to  prooosals  that  intown  apartm.ents 
be  built  at  rentals  that  the  aj^ed  could  afford  to  pay. 

Housing  Proposal s 

Other  proposals  rrere  that  more  dwellings  in  loio-rent  oublic  housing 
developm-ents  be  made  availabl.e  to  the  aged,  with  the  aged  being  given 
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preference  for  as  much  as  l5  ner  cent  of  available  dvfellinf^s^  and  prcposals 
that  housing  be  built  specifically^  for  the  aged  unoer  various  federal 
programs , 

The  available  information  indicates  that  all  ferrisylvania  housing 
authorities  are  accepting  the  aged  as  tenants  in  suitable  existing  dvrellings 
and  are  making  special  provisions  for  them  in  nerr  projects.  The  trend  is 
in  hopeful  direction,  cut  the  total  nuraber  of  aged  being  housed  in  this 
program  is  still  small. 

Figures  developed  in  a separate  study  made  in  rhiladelphia  in 
1958  indicate  that,  by  making  use  of  the  7Kk  program,  Licnthly^  rentals  for 
garden-type  apartm.ents  could  be  gotten  as  lov  as  55  for  tvro  rooms  and 
S60  for  four  rooms.  The  costs  per  du'eHing  unit  rrere  estimated  at  ' 5,067. 
Utilities  yrere  not  included  in  these  figures.  For  elevation  type  apartments 
’.rith  utilities  included,  the  rentals  mould  be  p85  for  tvro  rooms  and  -;ll5 
for  three  rooms.  The  costs  per  dr/relling  unit  vrere  estim^atsd  at  ^8,033« 

These  figures  vrere  based  on  5 and  one-half  per  cent,  50-year, 

90  per  cent,  miortgages  to  which  one-half  per  cent  mortgage  insurance  vras 

added,  and  assumed  that  the  developments  vrouM  be  conducted  as  non  orofit 
✓ — 

operations.  No  provision  was  made  for  amortization  of  the  sponsor’s  funds. 

If  taxes  rrere  vraivsd  on  these  projects,  it  is  estimated  that  the 
rents  could  be  reduced  .:7  per  month  in  the  ^arden-type  developmient  and 
vl5  a month  in  the  elvator  type-apartment . 

In  both  of  these  cases  the  debt  service  constitutes  more  than  half 
of  the  total  operating  charges.  It  "ras  consideration  of  the  impact  of 
financing  charges  on  operating  costs,  plus  the  fact  that  total  interest 
papTiients  over  the  life  of  the  mortgage  amoumt  to  nearly  twice  the  amount 
of  the  principal,  that  induced  the  Governor’s  Icminittee  on  the  Aging  in  1958 
to  recommend  that  the  proposed  fennsylvania  Housing  Agency  Lavr  be  enlarged 
to  include  the  financing  of  rental  housing  for  the  aged.  This  law  was 
enacted  in  1959  and  included  a section  on  housing  for  the  elderly. 

The  Housing  Agency  Lavr  is  a program  to  provide  micney  to  be  loaned 
on  insured  ViOrtgages  at  less  than  the  prevailing  interest  rates.  Cue  to 
lack  of  funds  to  start  the  .-gency,  it  is  not  yet  in  operation. 

It  v/ill  be  observed  that  the  Federal  pro-ram  of  direct  loans  for 
housing  for  the  aged  attacks  the  problem  of  costs  through  this  same  device 
of  reduced  interest  rates.  .-.11  of  the  available  programs  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  a^ed  for  housing  aporoach  the  problem  from  its  financing  aspects. 
Little  or  nothing  has  been  done  from  the  technical  side  that  might  reduce 
housing  costs  except  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  dwelling. 

The  needs  for  special  housing  for  the  aged,  on  the  other  hand, 
has  been  approached  largely  from  the  technical  side  with  little  attention 
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having  b:en  given  to  oosts  or  financing  asnects 


Additional  Data  Needed 


Actually  no  available  data  have  been  f 
of  the  need  for  special  housin^^  i.e.^  housing 
the  inf  imi;  the  nonambulatorvr  and  the  senile » 
available  to  estimate  the  extent  of  this  need^ 
plan  or  pro  grain. 
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and  inforriation  centers  for  the  aged  be 
of  infoniiation  that  snould  be  gathered  is 


the  extent  to  vhich  special  housing  is  required^ 
be  Xiade  of  the  extent  to  riiich  the  installation 
grab  bars  in  existing  dwellings  vould  solve  this 


anu  sone  e'^aluation 
of  such  simple  items 
oart  of  the  '■roclem 


should 
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Dev  of  the  county  reports  gave  direct  consideration  to  the  use 
of  existing  housing  in  their  exploration  of  actions  to  be  undertalcen  to 
orovide  adeciuate  housing  for  the  aged.  Yet  the  aged^  like  the  rest  of 
us^  are  going  to  use  the  existing,  stock  of  housing  for  a long  time  to  ccme. 
Using  such  a cruue  measure  as  ’’d'xelling  units^  " it  is  evident  that^  yrith 
a housing  production  that  runs  bet'ceen  30^000  and  kO^OCO  units  a year  in 
Pennsylvania,  it  srould  require  up  to  30  years  to  provide  nev  housing  for  all 
of  the  aged  in  this  State  today,  even  if  most  of  the  housing  output  vrare 
devoted  to  this  purpose.  vnce  this  is  improbable,  :icdif ication  and. 
adaptation  of  existing  housing  to  the  requirements  of  the  elderly  -siould 
be  an  important  part  of  any  realistic  program. 


Indirectl;''',  hov^ever,  the  use  of  existing  housing  for  the  elderly 
has  almost  unanliious  apgoroval  of  the  county  report,  in  that  they  agree  that 
the  elderljT-  should  be  continued  in  their  present  home  as  long  as  oossible. 
It  is  in  this  context,  incidentally,  as  veil  as  in  connection  --ith  nerr 
housing  for  the  aged,  that  vaiver  or  reduction  of  local  taeees  if  often 
mentioned , 


Do  enable  the  elderly  to  continue  in  the  use  of  their  present 
homes,  and  also  in  connection  vith  nev  housing  that  m.ay  be  provided,  it  i 
generally  recommended  that  assisting  social  services  be  made  available. 
These  vould  include  "hom.e  maker''  aids  vho  assist  gperiodically  in  house- 


Keepinu  cnores: 


'shoocers'’  vho  market  and  do  other  buyine  for  the  aged 


being  helped?  and  "friendly  visiters"  vho  -aake  calls  to  chat  on  a friendly 
osas.  I'Uch  of  these  services  could  be  on  a volunteer  bases,  but  somie 
erganiaation  vould  be  required  to  enable  them  to  contribute  effectively  to 
solution  a c cnmrunity ' s problem,. 


ill  of  the  reports  call  for  more  convalesent  and  nursing  hemes, 
but  ":"hether  this  subject  belongs  properly  'under  the  heading  of  ho'using 
or  under  the  heading  of  health  is  not  quite  clear.  It  should  be  noted, 
hovever,  that  soite  of  the  rural  counties  take  a dim  viev  of  some  sf  the  Stat 
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regulations  applicable  to  such  homes.  The  point  they  stress  is  tnat  more 
consideration  should  be  given  to  local  practices  and  expectations  than  is 
presently  accorded. 

All  of  the  reports  cpprcpe  tics  existing  County  Homes  as  a local 
program  although  some  ccmment  on  needs  for  modernization  and  a number 
suggest  that  expansion  raay  be  in  order. 

Homes  for  the  aged  sustained  by  philanthropic  groups^  churches^ 
fraternal  organizations  and  labor  unions  are  in  oueraticn  in  m.any  co'ontiss 
in  the  State  and  all  of  them  rrere  commended  in  the  reoorts.  Eeccmmendaticns 
mere  made  that  these  groups  might  sponsor^  and  provide  sponsor's  funds  for^ 
housing  built  under  the  various  governmiental  aids. 

Heed  Hors  Lorr  lent  Public  Housing 


Lo^.T-rent  public  housing  appears  to  be  the  cnly  program  in  operation 
that  holds  any  prospect^  at  this  tim.e^  for  adding  appreciably  to  the 
supply  of  decent^  safe^  and  sanitary  housing  for  the  aged  in  the  Icrrer 
income  brackets.  The  reports  indicate  that  the  larger  cities  are  the 
leaders  in  making  use  of  these  facilities.  In  fittsburgh_5  for  example^ 

12.5  per  cent  of  all  laipilies  housed  by  the  Pittsburgh  Housing  Authority 
are  elderly  and  11.7  per  cent  of  the  families  housed  by  the  -.llegheny 
County  Hccsing authority  are  elderly.  In  its  nevr  housing  projects ^ the 
city  authority  is  so  plaming  that  upmard  of  25  per  cent  of  the  ner:  units 
vill  be  suitable  for  the  a__sd,  and  the  county  authority  is  planning  to 
admit  the  aged  in  its  nev:  project  but  is  not  specifically  planning  for 
them. 

As  reported  earlier^  the  general  recormnendation  in  the  county 
reoorts  is  the  l5  per  cent  of  the  lorn  rent  units  be  suitable  for  use  the 
elderly^,  and  that  the  elderly  be  given  preference  for  any  units  that  they 
can  use. 

Having  mentioned  the  largest  cities  in  the  State  individually^ 
this  report  mould  be  remiss  if  it  did  not  also  note  that  reoorts  of  the 
smaller  counties  contained  valuable  inf or'mation^  and  made  penetrating- 
observations  that  are  em-bodied  in  the  overall  report  and  in  the 
recomimendati  ons , 

Housing  Prograiiis  Available 

The  major  public  programs  designed  specifically"  to  assist  in 
providing  housing  for  the  aged  are; 


County  homes  maintained  by  the  inoiviclual  counties j 

The  Housing  for  the  Elderly  section  of  the  Pennsylvania  Housing 
Agency  laiay 
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Three  Federal  Frograms s 

Low  Rent  Public  Housing 

FHA  Insured  nortgages 
Section  207 
Section  213 
Section  231 

Direct  Federal  Loans 

Inclusion  of  Section  207  and  Section  213  assumes  that  the  sponsor 
would  be  a non-profit  corporation.  Section  231  was  written  specifically 
to  assist  in  providing  housing  for  the  elderly.  All  these  FHA  programs 
depend  upon  the  availability  of  mortgaj^e  funds  in  the  hands  of  lending 
institutions.  The  FHA  does  not  make  loans^  it  only  insures  the  mortgage 
loan  made  by  the  lending  institution. 

Direct  federal  loans  rrere  authorized  by  the  Housing  Act  of  1959 
and  recently  $20^000^000  was  approuriated  as  a revolving  fund  for  this 
purpose. 


The  direct  loans  are  not  dependent  upon  lending  institutions. 
Loans  may  extend  up  to  50  years  at  an  interest  rate  which  is  the  higher 
of  2 and  three-fourths  per  cent  or  the  average  annual  interest  on  all 
interest  bearing  obligations  of  tne  Federal  debt  plus  one -fourth  per  cent. 
Only  eicperience  can  determine  whether  or  not  the  interest  rate  that  will 
be  charged  on  direct  federal  loans  wrould  be  significantly  lower  than  the 
interest  rates  that  the  Pennsylvania  Housing  Agency  would  be  obliged 
to  charge. 
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Subcommittee 

Chairman  - 

County 

Adams 

Allegheny 


Carbon 

Crawf  ord 

Dauphin 

Elks 

Jeffers on 

Leghigh 


on  Housing 


John  Chatley^  Vice  ^resident 
Fidelity  Fhii’.adelphia  Trust  Company 
Broad  and  Inlnut  Streets 
Philadelphia  9^  rernsylvania 


County 


Reverend  Charles  F.  Held  Lehigh 

rt,  o D * 1 

Gettysburg^  Pennsylvania 
P.  L.  Prattis 

2628  Centre  Avenue  Luzerne 

Pittsburgh  19,  Pennsylvania 

Alfred  L,  Tronzo^  Administrator 
Pittsburgh  Housing  Authority 
2C0  Ross  Street  mercer 

Pittsburgh  19,  Pennsylvania 

Thcmas  A.  Zimmerman 

R.  D.  2 Ihilpdelphia 

Lehighton,  ^-Pennsylvania 

Honorable  George  Z.  Simonetta 
Chairman 


Fred  AbCready 
Call-Chronicle  L'ems- 
paper 

Allento¥7n,  Pa, 

Stephen  Teller 
730  Liners  rlaticnal 
Bank  Bldg. 
L'llkes-Barre,  Pa. 

Lrs.  Louis  Rosenblum 
229  Buhl  Boulevard 
Sharon,  ra, 

'Talter  R.  Harrison 
6950  Germantorm  Ave, 
Philadelphia  19,  Pa. 


City  Hall 

Headville,  Pennsylvania 

Charles  J.  Sludden 

State  Legislative  Representative 

Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Trairmien 

812  Blackstone  Building 

112  1 arket  Street 

Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

.ayne 

'■'alter  Sykes,  Chairman 
Sm.ith  Street 
RidgTfay,  Pennsylvania 


- -t . Rev  0 ■ Jons -i  gnoi' 
Thomas  J.  Rilley 
1706  Summer  Street 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Arthur  L'aldman 
5301  Old  York  Road 
rhiladelphia  Ul,  Pa 

Palter  C.  Hook 
929  main  Street 
Hcnesdale,  Pa, 


I'  or  t humbe  r land 


Prs  Horace  Carmolt,  Chairmian 

28  HsJ-ing  Street  John  Shroyer  (Deceased) 

Brookville,  Pennsylvania  5l5  F.  Devrart  St, 

Shamokin,  Pa, 

H.  P:,  Covert,  Jr,,  Chairman 
IOI4.9  Hamdlton  Street 
Allentoivn,  Pennsylvania 
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